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In the concept of work a significant departure is
made at the 1981 Census At the 1971 Census the
main activity of a person was initially enquired
according as he spent his time basically as a 'worker,
engaged in production of goods and services or as a
non-worker For regular work m organised sector
the refernce period was the week prior to enumeration,
and for seasonal work such as agriculture, etc, the
last one year Persons engaged atleast for a day in
regular (non-seasonal) work during the preceding
week were treated as workers The work of a person
who was basically a non worker such as a student
or housewife but had made some marginal contribu-
tion to work was classified as secondary work and
this was recorded separately

At the 1981 Census it was considered desirable
to have as detailed a profile of the working popula-
tion as possible, maintaining the comparability with
1961 and 1971 data An attempt was made to find
out if a person had done any work at all during the
last year It will thus be seen that the questions on
economic approach have been designed to distinguish
all the workers, regular or seasonal and non-workers
with reference to the last one year prior to the date of
enumeration It was intended to find out how many
had worked for 183 days or more i e, 6 months or
more and information regarding the secondary work
done by regular workers and also the marginal work
done by the non workers was collected It was felt
in the present context that the usual status of worker
was more appropriate when compared with the
approach of current status of worker followed earlier
The broad classification of workers is explained under
the note on the Primary Census Abstract

Non workers All others who did not do
any productive work irrespective of whether they
derived some income such as through pension, rents,
etc, or did not derive any income were classified
under category (X) non workers

The non workers are divided into the following
seven categories

1     Household duties i e    all those persons
basically engaged in unpaid home  duties
doing no other work
2     Students i e    all  full time   students   or
children attending school
3     Retired persons or a rentier i e, a retired
person not employed again or rentier or
royalty receiver  or  any other person of
independent means for  securing which he
does not have to work and who does no
other work
4     Dependent i e,   an infant or child not
attending school a person permanently dis-
abled from working due to illness or old age
or if able bodied who have no other activity
and who are not seeking any work either
but are purely dependent
5     Beggars etc  i e  beggars   vagrants or an
independent woman without indication  of
source of income and those of unspecified
source of subsistence and who are not engaged
in any economically productive work
6     Institutional inmates i e, a convict m a jail
or an inmate of penal   mental or charitable
institution and
7     Other non workers all non-workers who may
not come under any of the above six cate-
gories
Marginal Workers A Significant feature of
the 1981 Census was the collection of information on
marginal workers who had done some work for a
period of less than 6 months during the reference
year prior to census taking At the 1971 Census
though this concept was not introduced there was a
comparable category called non workers with second-
ary work